
The last four months have been a blur with me running the pressure garment clinic, managing the compound 
that houses our short-term missionaries, and then managing the Girl's Transition House; while my colleague was 

away on furlough. Whew!    No one sees their weaknesses and realizes who gets them through and helps them do 

things they never thought they could do, than the one who is put through the fire and comes out on the other side 
strengthened and refined.  That describes me these past four months. This makes me think of II Corinthians 12:9-10, 

"He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Therefore, I will boast all 

the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ sake, I delight 

in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecution, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong."  I 
want to say thank you to all who prayed for strength and perseverance for me during this time.        

 

 
 

 

 
Amidst all the craziness, there have been some amazing things happen that I want to share with you.  Pastor 

Emmanuel visited the pressure garment clinic and asked if I would do a seminar at his church, talking about burns  

 and pressure garments.  I was happy to agree. It was not until  

 later, when he contacted me to arrange a date, that he informed me  
 it would be a three day seminar, wrapping up on Sunday, with me 

 preaching.  I was a bit speechless.  Talking for two days on burns  

 and scar prevention: no problem.  Preaching a sermon: that would  
 be a first.  

  The seminar covered fire prevention, fire safety, first aid  

 for burns, and then rehabilitation and pressure garments. I 

 received a very positive response from the people, as they asked  
 many questions and gave testimonies at the end of the second day. 

 Many of them said that they did not know what to do if they 

caught on fire, what immediate treatment to do for someone burned, or that they should crawl on the ground to the 
exit if their house/building was on fire.  These are basic things most children are taught in America. This just further 

emphasized to me the need for this type of training.  

When I started preparing my sermon for Sunday, God gave me 
the inspiration to preach on Romans 8:12-17.  The seminar talked about 

taking care of our physical bodies, so I decided to preach on the 

importance of also taking care of our spiritual bodies.  What is our 

motivation to obey God? What is our method for fighting sin?  What 
things can we do by the Holy Spirit to fight sin and live godly lives that 

produce fruit?  I was a bit nervous, but everyone seemed to be attentive 

and listening to the message.  This seminar was a great opportunity to 
help people grow in their knowledge of fire safety and burn care, as well 

as help them grow in their spiritual life.  

I also had the opportunity to speak at the Fellowship of 
Christian Students Leaders Conference.  These student leaders work with high school and university students all 

over Nigeria. What a great opportunity to train these leaders in fire safety and burn care, as well as doing awareness 

for the pressure garment clinic.  I have two seminars scheduled for October.  These training seminars are a new 

avenue of ministry for me and it is really exciting.  I hope to get some materials when I am on furlough to bring 
back and use to do more seminars and even some training in the schools. 
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Road trips to the village are always an adventure.  Children yelling "bature" (white person) and waving 

from the roadside, people holding fruit, peanuts, vegetables, etc...up to your window wanting you to buy them, and 

the mixture of scenery from open fields of vegetation and crops to small towns overflowing with people at the open 
roadside markets.  

It was Saturday morning and we were taking off for the three hour drive to Kachia.  Faith, one of our 

teenage girls from the Girl's TH, had finished her eight month sewing program and was now returning to her 
community.  She was excited to go back though she would not be staying in the village with her brother, but would 

be living in town with the pastor and his wife who brought her to the 

ministry.  The pastor and his family are very sweet and have taken Faith 
in as one of their own.  They were so happy to hear that she had 

completed her sewing program and was given a sewing machine, as a 

gift from the ministry upon graduation.  They will help her set up a 

small shop where she can be sewing and earning money to help support 
herself.  We had a good time of sharing and praying for Faith as she 

begins this new step in life. 

We said our goodbyes and began our journey back to Jos.  You 
never take a trip to the village without stopping at the market to buy 

various food items that you can buy at a cheaper price than in the city.  

So we loaded the car with sugar cane for the girls at the center, beans, 
spinach and fresh butter brought in from the Fulani cattle herders.  The trip took most of the day, so we were happy 

to return home and have some rest. 

We have another one of our girls who has finished her baking training and is in the process of being 

reconciled back to her extended family.  Our goal is to educate and provide skills training for each one of the girls 
and then work towards reconciling them back to their family or caregivers. Many of them do not have this option, 

as they have no family to take them, so we are constantly assessing the options available for each girl. 
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A Trip to Kachia 

 

Praise: 

 God's strength that got me through these past four months. 
 Success of the Fire Safety and Burn Care seminars. 

 Safe journey to Kachia and the pastor’s willingness to care for Faith.  

 A safe return of all the missionaries that traveled for summer break or furlough. 

    Prayer Request: 

 Pray for the next two seminars I will be speaking at in October. 
 Pray for more awareness opportunities and increased referrals of patients to the pressure garment clinic. 

 Pray for some time to rest now that my colleague has returned. 

 Pray for wisdom and guidance as we try to assess the needs and options available to help prepare our 

girls for the future. 
 Pray for me as I am making preparations for furlough in December 2015. 

 Pray for the ministry as we are looking for land and/or a new building to expand our Girl’s TH center. 
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