
 
 
 
 
 There is not one child I know who enjoys going to see the doctor and worse still is having an illness 
that requires them to stay in the hospital.   I had an idea to make an outdoor playground at the hospital and 

many comments from parents spurred me on.  Over and over I heard 
parents say how much they missed the play area in the Pediatric 
Ward where the outpatient clinic used to be located.  The kids loved 
playing in the playroom while waiting to see the doctor.  A new 
pediatric outpatient clinic was built and there is no play area there.  
 After discussing the idea with the administration, they 
agreed to let me use the grassy area just outside the pediatric ward 
and outpatient clinic.   So, with the help of one carpenter, two 
welders, one painter, four 
maintenance workers and many 

onlookers, the playground was completed.  The process was full of 
frustrations and tested my patience at times, but seeing all the children 
staring at the playground with anticipation in their eyes was enough to 
make it all work the work.  The question of the day was always, “Aunty, 
when is the playground going to open?” 
 Opening day was September 21.  The administration, heads of 
departments, chaplains, and other staff gathered inside the playground for a 
time of dedication.  The chaplain read a word of scripture and then gave a 
prayer of thanks to God for the blessing that this playground will bring to the hospital and the many children 
who come here for treatment. 
 Now it is great to walk by and see all the children swinging on the swings, sliding down the slide 
and climbing on the monkey bars.  The sounds of laughter and the smiling faces bring a little bit of joy to a 

place that many times is sad or full of painful experiences.  I went out to 
the playground on day and it was overflowing with children.  They love 
the swings and there was not a swing that was empty the whole time I was 
there.  One mother had even transferred her son from his wheelchair to the 
two-person swing and he was swinging 
with the biggest smile on his face.  I 
also took several of the children and 
showed then how to climb across the 
monkey bars.  There were so many 

trying to go at the same time that they were all bumping into each other 
and laughing.   
 I hope this playground will encourage inpatients to get out of bed 
and move around which will help in their overall healing.  I also hope that 
the playground will give outpatients something fun to look forward to when they come to see the doctor 
rather than dreading their trip to the hospital.  There is nothing like a little fun to help make the pain go 
away. 
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Come On Children Let’s Go Out And Play 



  
 
 

 
I have a great group of boys in my family group.  You may be asking, what is a 
family group?  The boys in the Transition House Care Center are housed in three 
houses with about twenty boys in each house.  Each house is a family group and the 
uncle of the house along with another uncle and one missionary are the leaders of the 
group.  I am a leader in Zion House (named by the boys).  The family group meets 
once a week to sing, pray, and discuss different issues.  Once a month we have a 
family group outing either at the center or outside the center. 
 This month we had our outing in the house.  We sang praise songs and then 
had a time of playing games.  I introduced them to two games they had never played 

before.  One was Pass the Parcel and the other has no name, but you play it using Uno cards.  We had some good 
laughs as the boys had to do whatever task was written on the card if they had the package in their hand when the 
music stopped.  The second game was crazy.  The boys had to shift to the seat on their left if I held up a card that was 
the same color or number as their own card.  If another person was in that seat, they had to sit on top of them.  It was 
hilarious.  Many times they were stacked three to four people high as you can see in the above photo.  They loved it, 
but they were worn out and ready for refreshments after that.   
 Food and drinks are always the highlight of outings.  We served suya 
(seasoned and grilled meat on a stick), donuts and soft drinks.  I made a cake, 
which was the highlight for them.  There was not even one piece of cake left 
and some of the boys took the pan and licked it clean. (Photo right) You would 
think they had not eaten in days! Ha.  We showed the boys that you don’t 
always have to go out to have fun.  I look forward to many more adventures 
with these boys as I continue to spend time with them and get to know them 
better.   
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Fun And Fellowship With My Boys 

Praise: 
• We now have a new Nigerian therapist who 

will be with us for a year. 
• The completion of the playground. 
• The spiritual growth that I have seen in the 

boys at Transition House in the last year. 
• A big thanks for all the teams that have come 

and brought so many supplies for the hospital 
and City Ministries. 

• I want to thank all my prayer and financial 
supporters who have given so freely to help 
support me and the different ministries that 
are happening here in Nigeria. 

Prayer Request: 
• Pray for the new boys transferred to Transition 

House as they adjust to the new center and a 
new school. 

• Pray for the Girl’s Center as there are now 
thirty-eight girls and many of them are 
suffering from abuse, neglect and involvement 
in the occult. 

• Pray for me as I wrap up my time here and 
prepare to leave for home assignment in 
December. 

• Pray for the financial needs of City Ministries, 
as there is not enough money to pay the basic 
running cost of the ministry. 

• Pray that the teachers strike would end soon so 
the kids can go back to school. 
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