
 

 

 

"I'll be home for Christmas" is the song that keeps running through my head.  I am so excited 

that I will be able to spend Christmas with my family this year, as I am coming home for 

furlough!!  The excitement of going home is what helps me survive all the craziness of packing 

and making preparations for the care of 

the clinic and my compound while I am 

away.  I have bought gifts, packed my 

house (I have never sneezed so much from 

the dry season dust), and said goodbye to 

my Nigerian and my missionary friends. 

Be prepared USA, I will be flying through 

the sky with bags full of gifts and a smile 

on my face; ready to bring cheer and fun 

times with family and friends, and 

possibly a little dust too! 

         My Nigerian friends always comment that six months is a long time for a holiday.  I have 

to tell them that it is not all holiday and that much of the time I am working even more than I do 

here. I do lots of traveling to visit churches and supporters to greet them, to give them updates on 

the ministry in Nigeria, and to ask for their continued prayer and financial support.  I also spend 

time gathering needed supplies for the ministry and this furlough I hope to take courses or 

seminars that will help increase my knowledge in areas such as fire safety/burn care and 

troubled/abused teenagers. 

         Furlough will be busy, but I am hoping for a good time of rest and some fun adventures as 

well, as these past six months have been quite stressful.  So my friends, if you are reading this 

update, start thinking of some fun activities that we can do together.  I am looking forward to 

seeing all of you soon!! 

 

 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10 
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What do you do when thirteen teenage girls invade your house?  Do you run?  Do you hide?  I found the 

best answer is to jump right into the middle of the craziness and have a good time!  I had the teenagers 

from our Girl's Transition House come and spend the 

day at my house.  I was a bit anxious about what to do 

with them and how to manage all of them in my 

house.  After being in Nigeria for twelve years, I 

should know that I don't have to worry because 

Nigerians have no problem squeezing themselves into 

a room or are comfortable just sitting on the floor and 

they easily entertain themselves.  So, we had a great 

time in the morning going to the zoo and seeing the 

animals. I laughed a lot, as many of the girls would 

run away when the monkeys started jumping up and 

down and screeching or were afraid of some of the animals even though they were in a cage.  We returned 

to the house for lunch, watched a movie and then spent the rest of the afternoon outside playing games.  It 

is great to spend time with these girls and see how they have matured and grown spiritually in the time 

they have stayed at the center. Next time I will not be anxious about them coming and I might even 

consider an overnight stay, which is what they have been wanting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another girl has left the center and been reconciled back to her family.  Faith (second from        

right) has been with us for several years and has now completed her internship in baking and 

cake decorating.  We bought her a full set of cake pans, baking utensils, and cake decorating 

supplies to help her get started in a business.  Her sister has agreed to take her in and help her 

get started selling baked goods in the community.  Pray for Faith as she transitions into life with 

her sister's family and begins her baking business. 

 

Invasion of the Crazy Teenager Kind 

 



 
 

Praise:  

 Reconciliation of Faith back to her family. 

 Ministry video is completed and preparations for furlough are almost finished.   

 I get to spend Christmas with my family this year. 

Prayer Requests:  

 Pray for a safe journey to the airport and on to the USA. 

 Pray for this last week to be smooth as I finish packing and say my goodbyes to 

friends here in Nigeria.  

 Pray for Iyabo, my seamstress at the clinic, as she runs the clinic in my absence. 

 Pray for my dad, as he is having knee surgery the beginning of December.  

 Pray for Nigeria, as there is a shortage of petrol and many people are suffering due to 

salaries not being paid. 

 

                                                 Gay Lynn 

 

 


