
 

 

 I am sure many of you are wondering what is happening with me since you have not heard from me in several 

months.  I have been so involved with traveling around and speaking to churches and supporters as well as spending 

time with my friends and family that I neglected sitting down and writing a newsletter.  So, now I will break the 

silence and give you an update.  I came home in December physically and mentally tired, close to the point of burn out 

after a difficult and crisis-filled two and a half year term. I came home and fell into the arms of my precious family, 

friends and supporters who provided me comfort, encouragement, and a time of rest.  I want to say a big THANK 

YOU to everyone who invited me to their home for meals or activities, provided a place for me to stay and a car to 

drive.  Many of you invited me to talk at your church or Sunday school class and others arranged times for one on one 

discussions in their home or during fun outings.  It has been a joy to reconnect with all of you. 

I was excited that I could spend spring break with my friend Corinne, a missionary who served two years in Nigeria.  

We traveled to Florida to spend the week lying on the beach, watching the 

dolphins and seeing the sites.  Once you sit and listen to the roll of the waves 

and get your toes in the sand, it sure is hard to leave.  My British friend 

Nicky, who is also on furlough, came to Texas for a visit.  Boy was Texas a 

bit overwhelming for my friend from wee England. Ha.  We had a great time 

speeding across Lake Ray Hubbard in our friend’s boat.  We went out with 

friends to two evening concerts at 

the harbor and we made sure Nicky 

got some good American food.  The 

Texas team from Lake Pointe 

Church, Rockwall threw a party for 

Nicky and I. We had the privilege of getting to see many of the team members, 

from that church and from East Texas, who had come every year for eight 

years to serve in Nigeria for two weeks.  It was great to be in a house in 

America surrounded by people who had all been to Nigeria and had a heart for 

the Nigerian people.  We were able to give them an update on what is 

happening in Nigeria and in the various ministries where we work.  It was a 

great time of fellowship with some dear friends.  Nicky left with BIG memories of Texas she will never forget and a 

second bag to hold all her mementos. 

My prayer this furlough was that I would get to go and spend time with Cindy Jackson, the lady who helped me start 

Healing Touch Pressure Garment Clinic.  My prayers were answered.  I 

traveled to South Carolina and spent two days with Cindy’s family.  We 

were able to talk about many of the products and materials needed in the 

clinic.  She was able to give me lots of tips on how to run the clinic, 

encourage patients to return for appointments and discuss new products 

that help with scar reduction.  Cindy started her first clinic in Bolivia and 

she has a seamstress working there that can measure, sew and fit the 

pressure garments amazingly well.  That is an area that my seamstress 

needs improvement in as she has only been sewing the garments for a 

short time.  Cindy and I discussed the possibility of the seamstress in 

Bolivia traveling to Nigeria to do training with my seamstress.  That 

would be such a great benefit.  We will continue to pursue this issue and I 

will keep you updated on the progress.  I do want to say thank you to all of you who have given money to help buy 

supplies, pay salaries and do upkeep on the clinic. It is a blessing as I already have a leak in the clinic roof waiting to 

be fixed when I return. 
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 I know many of you thought that I had already left for Nigeria, but due to some medical check-ups and 

appointments, I had to delay my return by a month.  I am set to depart on August 2.  It has been great to be home and 

celebrate some special events with my family.  We had a big party for my mom’s 70
th
 birthday and I got to see some 

family and friends that I had not seen for a long time.  The delay 

has actually been a blessing as I got to celebrate the July 4
th
 holiday 

with my parents for the first time in nine years.  We got up early 

and went to the pancake breakfast on the plaza in Santa Fe, NM.  

We joined a crowd of people sitting out in the plaza eating 

pancakes, listening to the band play patriotic songs and talking with 

friends we met while there. No outdoor fireworks show as it was 

too dry here and a high risk for fires.  So we watched the fireworks 

on T.V.  I am also blessed to be home for my parents 50
th
 Wedding 

Anniversary on July 20th.  What an amazing milestone to celebrate.  

They have been a wonderful example of a loving, Christian 

marriage and the best parents anyone could ask for. 

 I am now in that stage of running around like a “chicken 

with my head cut off” trying to buy the remaining clothes and supplies that I need and getting them all packed up to 

leave on August 2. I still have a few people I want to see before I leave and several bills, paperwork and phone calls to 

wrap up as well.  No matter how hard I try to plan it all out, I am still running around till the last minute trying to get 

everything finished. Ha.   

 This furlough I traveled North to Oklahoma, South to Houston, West to New Mexico and East to North and 

South Carolina trying to see as many supporters and churches as possible.  I know there are some people that I still did 

not get to see.  I am sorry that it did not work out this time, but I look forward to trying to connect with you next time I 

am home.  Thanks to all of you for being a part of the ministry, too!  I can’t do it without you!  I know I am supported 

and protected by your prayers and most importantly His grace.  I can take no credit for it – it’s all Him.   Keep praying 

for the Nigerian people and that God’s light will continue to shine in and through them. 
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 E-mail: gaylynn.mccrady@sim.org   Website: gaylynninnigeria.com 

 SIM Mission Address: P.O. Box 7900 Charlotte NC 28241-7900; (704) 588-4300 
 Nigeria Address: ECWA/SIM  PMB 2009 Jos, Plateau State Nigeria 

Praise: 

 A wonderful place to stay in Rockwall and a 

car to drive while on furlough.  

 A wonderful time visiting with friends and 

family. 

 Several new supporters that want to be a part 

of the ministry in Nigeria. 

 An opportunity to meet with Cindy Jackson 

to discuss improvements for Healing Touch 

Clinic. 

 A wonderful vacation in Florida with my 

good friend Corinne. 

 To be home to celebrate my parent’s 50
th
 

Wedding Anniversary. 

 

Prayer Request: 

 Pray for me as I continue to do awareness and 

make improvements for Healing Touch Clinic.   

 Pray for Iyabo, the seamstress at Healing Touch, 

that she will continue to make improvements in 

her sewing of the pressure garments. 

 Pray that Maria, the seamstress in Bolivia will be 

able to come to Nigeria to do training with Iyabo. 

 Pray for the Girl’s Transition House that opened 

in October 2012. Pray for the staff and for 

vocational training opportunities for the girls. 

 Pray for me as I seek God’s guidance in working 

with these teenage girls providing discipleship 

and life-skills classes. 

 Pray for me as I transition back into life in 

Nigeria and that Jos would remain peaceful. 
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